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Elson ﬁred, will ﬁnish season
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Head Coach David Elson’s
career record at Western dropped
below .500 with a loss at North
Texas two weeks ago.
Barring three straight wins to
finish the season, it will finish
that way.
Elson was told Sunday night
by President Gary Ransdell and
Athletic Director Wood Selig
that he will not be retained af-

ter the 2009
season, which
ends on Dec. 3
against Arkansas State.
“I have had
the privilege of More on
coaching at this
great university this story:
for 14 years, section B
so obviously I
am very disappointed and do not agree with
this decision,” Elson said in a

statement. “We
play a very
good Louisiana-Monroe
team this Saturday, and out
of respect for
our
players,
staff and entire
ELSON
program, this
game and then
our remaining two games is all
we are going to focus on.”
Ransdell and Selig came to a

mutual agreement to dismiss Elson on Sunday and informed the
coach at Ransdell’s house that
night, Selig said.
Selig said at a press conference on Monday that the firing was related to a number of
factors, including a decrease
in ticket sales and an apathetic
feel for a program that should
instead be “white-hot” with excitement.
“A fresh start at this point,
with a renewed commitment, is

in the best long-term interest of
the program,” Selig said. “We
need a new direction. We need
new energy that will accompany
this new direction.”
Elson will be given a
$500,000 buyout promised
in a four-year extension the
coach received in January, Selig said. After the extension,
the coach was under contract
until 2016.
SEE FIRED, PAGE 3A

Western
mails new
debit cards
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

EMILY FOXHERALD

The Alpha Phi Alpha step show team chose an auto shop theme for their performance. From left, Hopkinsville junior Erick Coleman,
Nashville junior Marcus Steele and Winchester junior Tristan Jones. Steele, the stepmaster and president of the Alphas, choreographed the show which took about six months to complete.

STEP

SEE DEBIT, PAGE 3A
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This week, Western students should
receive their WKU Debit Card.

UP

Council
approves
budgets

Groups spend months
preparing for show

By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

By MARY BARCZAK | news@chherald.com

S

ounds of singing voices reverberated from Diddle Arena walls as
alumni, friends and family celebrated the winners of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council Step Show at about
11 p.m. Saturday.
Some steppers cried and others smiled,
but all sang along to the hymns of the winning fraternity and sorority.
Last year’s champions Delta Sigma
Theta sorority and Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity won the competition, which some
NPHC organizations prepare for months
in advance.
SEE STEP, PAGE 5A

Mailboxes will be filled this week
with a new kind of student refund.
Western, with the help of a financial services and payment company
called HigherOne, has started mailing out debit cards that students can
use to manage their leftover scholarship, loan or grant money.
The cards will eventually replace
the paper residual check system.
Bursar Belinda Higginbotham
said the debit cards will be mailed
in stages — first to dorms, then to
local addresses and, finally, to home
or mailing addresses.
The cards will be ready to use by
Winter Term, she said.
Western officials have been trying to get the word out about the
cards this semester through posters
hung around campus and a series of
e-mail notifications, she said.

(Above) Hopkinsville junior Kortez Ivory, takes a break during a night practice.
The team works around chapter members' busy schedules, three of whom are
Spirit Masters and often can't start practice until 11 p.m.
(Top) Members of the Alpha Phi Alpha team cheer as the 2009 winners are announced.

For multimedia on this story visit us at

WWW.WKUHERALD.COM

Western is one step closer to finding out how much in state money
the university will get for the next
two years.
The Council on Postsecondary
Education approved a “modest”
budget request for higher education
in 2010-2012 during its meeting on
Friday morning, according to a CPE
press release.
The request, which includes
state funding for Kentucky’s eight
four-year public universities and the
Kentucky Community and Technical College System, will now go to
Gov. Steve Beshear for approval.
The request calls for a 4.6 percent
total increase in funding for next year
and a 2.7 percent increase the second
year, according to the press release.
SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 6A
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Abigail Davis, PearceFord Tower, reported on
Nov. 8 that her iPhone was
stolen. The value of the
theft was $300.
■ Nathan Hunt and Luke
DiLeo, Keen Hall, reported
on Nov. 8 that their cell
phones and other items
were stolen. The value of
the theft was $730.
■ Preston Allen, McCormack Hall, reported on
Nov. 7 that his cell phone
was stolen from his room.
The value of the theft was
$418.
■ Amanda White and
Kara Reynolds, Poland Hall,
reported on Nov. 7 that a
camera, laptop, debit card
and cell phone were stolen
from their room. The value
of the theft was $775.
■ Tyler Morgan, Keen,
reported on Nov. 7 that
his Acer laptop, Xbox 360
games, cell phone and a
$1 bill were stolen from
his room. The value of the
theft was $811.
■ Derek Noem, PFT,
reported on Nov. 7 that
his wallet and $250 were
stolen. Value of the theft
was $250.
■ Two women reported on
Nov. 7 that they were assaulted by each other in a
dispute over parking in the
Creason lot.
■ Sara Wigginton, Minton
Hall, reported on Nov. 6
that her car window was
broken and items were
stolen from her car parked
in Parking Structure 1. The
value of the theft was
$150.

Arrests
■ Matthew Benjamin
Fagan was arrested on
Nov. 7 and charged with
public alcohol intoxication
outside Popeye’s Chicken.
He was released the same
day on time served.

a
thousand
words
A two-day treasure hunt, billed as the
World’s Greatest Studio Tour and Art Sale,
was free to the public Saturday and Sunday
in Bowling Green and Alvaton. Twentyone locations displayed the original work
of local artists. One-of-a-kind ceramics and
pottery in stoneware, porcelain and raku
were abundant, as well as hand-crafted
jewelry, woven wall hangings, drawings,
paintings, photographs and stained glass.
Four artists were exhibited in the Houchens
Gallery, located on the main floor of the
Capitol Arts Center on the square. Laura McGee, Western’s interim department head of
modern language, laid out her hand-painted
velvet and silk scarves and small wall hangings. She demonstrated silk painting with the
assistance of 11-year-old Annabelle Cooper.
“It was pretty neat, pretty fun. We overlapped
the leaves to make it look like a collage,”
said the 6th grader at Butler County Middle
School. Sitting on the sidewalk in front of
the gallery window, Cooper uses an oil paint

By ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN

stick to rub leaf stencils onto a black silk
scarf, working next to artist McGee.
The Houchens Gallery is currently hosting
a two-person exhibit through Nov. 17,
displaying work of associate art professor
Joon Sung and visiting art instructor David
Marquez. The retail clothing hangers,
arranged on the window through which
Cooper is seen working, is a part of this
ongoing gallery exhibit.
Cooper’s favorite experience was buying
a hand-turned wooden pen from David
LeNoir, who was also displaying his turned
wood bowls and bottle stoppers made from
domestic and exotic woods.
McGee said of the entire weekend, “My
favorite time was getting out and visiting
other artists and I did most of my Christmas shopping!”
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells
untold stories on the edges of campus.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new
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Ransdell: Project funding unlikely

DEBIT

By LAUREL WILSON

Higginbotham
said
she hopes most students
know the cards are coming.
She said she’s heard
quite a bit of student feedback, mostly positive.
There’s some concern that students will be
forced to set up a HigherOne account and abandon
accounts they have with
other banks, which isn’t
the case, Higginbotham
said.
“We’re not forcing the
HigherOne accounts on
them,” she said.
Upon receiving a card,
students should go to
wkudebitcard.com to let
officials know how they
would like to receive
money, according to an
e-mail from Western and
HigherOne.
Students have the option of transferring money to their personal bank
accounts or sticking with
the paper check system,
Higginbotham said.
But this spring will be
the last semester paper
checks will be an option,
she said.

news@chherald.com

Western officials have plans for
83 facilities-related projects in the
next six years, but it could be two
years before officials can move forward on any of them.
On Oct. 30, the Board of Regents
approved a six-year capital plan that
lists plans for construction, renovation and other projects through
2016.
But last week, President Gary
Ransdell said it’s unlikely that the
state legislature will fund any of
them in its session this spring because other colleges are competing
for state money, and the state’s budget is already tight.
That means the earliest the projects could progress is the 2012 budget cycle, when Western will again
submit a capital plan to legislators,
Ransdell said.
Western’s top priority is renovating Thompson Complex Central
Wing. Other projects include a new
building for the Gordon Ford College of Business and improving the
electrical infrastructure of campus.
Western submits a capital plan
that lists Western’s priorities for future construction projects every two
years, said Bryan Russell, director
of Planning, Design and Construction.
“It’s a long-term plan of what
we’d like to do for the university,”
he said.
Planning, Design and Construction works with faculty and staff to
see which projects they would like to
have done, Russell said.

FIRED
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The Toppers have a 17game losing streak, the
longest of any team in the
Football Bowl Subdivision. Elson’s only career
win against an FBS team
came in 2007, when Western defeated Middle Tennessee State 20-17.
Ransdell said he was
aware of a growing disdain for Elson from fans,

For example, there might be a
program that has grown so much that
it needs a new building, as is the case
for the business college, he said.
Western’s list of construction priorities is submitted to the Council on
Postsecondary Education first, which
takes the project requests from all
state colleges and ranks them, Ransdell said. CPE’s recommendation is
taken to the state legislature for approval.
“The general assembly trusts the
CPE to be objective,” Ransdell said.
“It takes the institutional politics out
of it more.”
There will never be a time when
all of the projects Western submits
will be funded, and usually a project must be submitted several times
before it’s funded by the state, said
Robbin Taylor, vice president for
Public Affairs, in an e-mail.
But it’s important to present the
projects to the state as early as possible, because all capital projects that
cost more than $600,000 must be
approved by state legislators, Taylor
said.
Western ranks the capital construction projects by balancing the
likelihood of getting the money with
how much Western needs the projects, Ransdell said.
Officials rearrange priorities based
on where projects are on CPE’s list,
he said.
For example, the new business
college construction ranked high on
CPE’s list, so it was moved up on
Western’s priority list.
CPE approved its recommendation on Friday, and the council’s list
will be submitted to the legislature in

especially
during a
two-year
transition
into the
FBS when
the Toppers went
9-15.
RANSDELL
“I’m
not blind, and I can hear,
and I do get a lot of feedback — a lot of advice,”
Ransdell said. “Our objective has to be the best interest of the university — of

Top ﬁve projects in
Six-year Capital Plan
■ Renovation of Thompson
Complex Central Wing,
including Hardin Planetarium
($29 million)
■ Upgrade of the underground
electrical infrastructure
($35 million)
■ Construction of a lab and
IT space for the Center for
Research and Development
($15 million)
■ Construction of a new building for the Gordon Ford College
of Business ($49 million)
■ Construction of the
Owensboro Technology Center
($14 million)
Source: Western’s Six-year Capital Plan

January, Ransdell said.
CPE's list of facilities projects for
state colleges includes three projects from Western's Six-Year Capital
Plan, according to CPE's budget reccomendation on capital investments.
Number two on CPE's list is the Owensboro Technology Center, which
is a joint project between Western
and the Kentucky Community and
Technical College System. Thompson Complex's renovation is ranked
number five on CPE's list, and the
business college is number 13.
Western officials will know in
April if any of the university’s projects will receive funding.

this program.”
Ransdell said
one of his
main objectives is
to ensure
student
SELIG
athletes
are able to excel, which
was a major reason for
considering a coaching
change.
“We promised them as
recruits that we would do

VISIT US @ WKUHERALD.COM

everything we could to put
them in a position to be
successful, and this is consistent with that promise,”
Ransdell said.
Feedback from current
players didn’t play into the
decision to fire Elson, Selig said.
Selig said the search for
Western’s next coach would
start Monday afternoon but
wouldn’t say who any potential candidates might be
or give a timetable for hiring a new coach.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Student Government
Association
president
Kevin Smiley said he
tested the cards, and the
activation process is simple.
“Some students see a
debit card and think it’s
the worst thing ever,” he
said.
But Smiley said he
thinks students will be
open to the cards when
they understand that they
have options.
He said he thinks the
cards will end up being
more convenient than students think.
For example, if two
students are renting an
apartment together, one
can wire money to the
other directly out of the
HigherOne account instead of writing two different checks for rent,
Smiley said.
He said he’s given
many of the SGA senators
pamphlets on the activation process and encouraged any students who
have questions to meet
with a senator.
“To a lot of people,
this is a big deal,” he said.
“That’s perfectly fine —
everybody’s ready to talk
about it.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Slots bill no gamble for state POLL
Legislators for
Warren County and their
contact information:
Rep. Johnny Bell, D-Glasgow
Mailing Address:
108 North Green St.
Glasgow, KY 42141
Phone Numbers:
Home: (270) 590-0110
Annex: (502) 564-8100 Ext. 688
Work: (270) 651-7005

When is it too early
to start celebrating
Christmas?

CHARLES
SPICE
Bowling Green
freshman

“Before we get out of
school in December.”

Rep. Jim DeCesare, R-Rockﬁeld
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 122
Rockﬁeld, KY 42274
Phone Numbers:
Home: (270) 792-5779
Annex: (502) 564-8100 Ext. 660
Work: (270) 792-5779

JARED
SILVERTHORN
Henderson
junior

Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling Green
Mailing Address:
817 Culpeper St.
Bowling Green, KY 42103
Phone Numbers:
Home: (270) 842-6731
Annex: (502) 564-8100 Ext. 699
Work: (270) 781-9946

Kentucky legislators need to make
expanded gambling in the state a reality
THE ISSUE: Gov. Steve Beshear wants a slots
bill pushed through the state legislature in January following an Ohio referendum that would
allow casinos in four cities.
OUR VIEW: With the added pressure from
surrounding states and a budget that’s in shambles, Kentucky’s legislators should begin working on a slots bill now so it can pass quickly in
January.
If desperate times call for desperate measures, then it’s time Kentucky’s lawmakers
stopped playing it safe and started finding solutions to the state’s budget problems.
While expanded gambling isn’t a perfect solution, it would be a step toward fixing a budget
that’s been in bad shape for far too long.
Ohio’s decision to allow gambling could
create almost 40,000 new jobs and will bring in
millions of dollars in tax revenue.
So not only is Kentucky’s indecision costing citizens potential jobs, but states like Ohio
will continue to take money out of the state as

people cross the border to gamble.
Given the budget cuts that have occurred
across the board recently, legislators have to
find ways to keep that money within state
lines.
There’s no reason substantial enough to stop
a slots bill from passing in January.
Those who say gambling crosses a moral line should remember the state already
crossed that line with the lottery and betting
at racetracks.
Beshear’s slots bill wouldn’t create casinos
but instead would place video lottery terminals
at racetracks, a place where gambling is already
taking place.
Opponents argue that the expanded gambling in Ohio would dilute the business in both
states even if such a bill was passed.
While that may be true, failing to act would
sacrifice any and all revenue that Kentucky
stands to earn with slot machines at racetracks.
The legislative session doesn’t start until
January, which means legislators have plenty
of time to craft a bill that best fits the economic

Rep. Wilson Stone, D-Scottsville
Mailing Address:
1481 Jefferson School Road
Scottsville, KY 42164
Phone Numbers:
Annex: (502) 564-8100 Ext. 672
Home: (270) 622-5054

“Anybody who celebrates
before Halloween is crazy.”

LAUREN
POWELL
Louisville
senior

“Never, ever, ever. It should
be celebrated year round.”

Sen. Mike Reynolds, D-Bowling Green
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 4000
Bowling Green, KY 42102
Phone Numbers:
Annex: (502) 564-8100 Ext. 717

ANDREW
SWANSON
Henderson
junior

“No one should be celebrating before Thanksgiving.”

Source: www.lrc.ky.gov

needs of the state.
It would also help if Western students wrote
letters to their representatives urging them to
make the slots bill a priority in the next couple
of months.
Expanded gambling can create jobs, help
fund higher education and keep money in the
state.
That’s a gamble worth taking.
This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

COMMENTARY

The state of student life on the Hill
The mission of Western Kentucky
University is to be a leading American
university with international reach. The
Western faithful have heard the mission
statement on countless occasions spoken
by President Gary Ransdell. As a senior
on the Hill, I have seen substantial progress toward this goal since my initial
campus visit.
Every residence hall, including the
Gatton Academy, has undergone renovations this decade. Every athletic facility,
in addition to the Raymond B. Preston
Health & Activities Center, has also received a recent facelift. Moreover, the
Hill has improved with the construction
of the Pearce-Ford Tower Food Court,
Snell Hall and the Complex for Engineering and Biological Sciences. TopNet
and Blackboard have also been improved
since my first semester.
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It is no secret that Western has the
best campus in the state. It is part of the
reason that Western has been the state
leader in enrollment growth for
twelve consecutive years. Thanks
to school leaders,
it will continue
to improve as the
science campus
is scheduled to
be renovated and
the Chandler MeKENDRICK BRYAN
morial Chapel as
SGA executive
well as the Colvice president,
lege of Education
Elizabethtown senior and Behavioral
Sciences building
and Van Meter Hall are nearing completion. New housing complexes and the
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Jeanie Adams-Smith
photo adviser
JoAnn Thompson
business manager
*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
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new Gordon Ford College of Business
will also better student life.
However, it seems the Hill has lost
some signature services in the process.
A printing quota was initiated this year,
and students and others can no longer
park vehicles on campus lawns during
tailgating festivities. Students have also
been attacked regarding fees. The cost of
parking has increased and it costs seven
dollars to order an official transcript. It
should also be stated that students must
pay for test materials such as Scantron
forms and blue books that are only made
available in the University Bookstore
and some departmental offices.
I love the Hill and I will continue to
give to this university throughout my
life, but it is time the voice of the student
body is finally heard and acted upon by
school officials. Let us work together to

CONTACT US
Advertising 270.745.2653
advertising@chherald.com

News 270.745.6011
news@chherald.com

Diversions 270.745.2655

better this academic community. Let’s
resolve the tailgating parking policy and
meal plan concerns. Extend the operating hours of the library. Purchase test
materials and allow them to be free and
available in convenient locations for the
student body. Place computers and printers in the residence halls. Continue to
bring notable speakers and entertainers
to campus. Finally, remain committed in
looking for ways we can improve campus for wheelchair users and others. We
need to be a leading American university
that also enables and makes reasonable
adjustments.
I said it during my campaign and
I mean it: Together, we can better the
Hill.
This commentary does not represent the
views of the Herald or the university.

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Wednesday and Sunday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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PHOTOS BY EMILY FOX/HERALD

(Above) Hopkinsville junior Erick Coleman and Winchester
junior Tristan Jones rehearse their steps during a practice
during the week of the step show.
(Right) Munfordville graduate student Christopher Williams,
alumnus Cedric Irvin Jr. and Philadelphia senior Bennett
Hibbler Jr. critique practice. Alpha Phi Alpha started work
on their performance in mid-June and had regular practices
throughout the semester.

STEP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Chick-fil-A wrappers, pearl jewelry and sweatpants dotted the community room at the Bowling Green
Scholar House on Brownslock Road
during one of the Deltas’ practices
about three weeks ago.
Step shows can include dancing,
singing or skits, according to the
NPHC Web site.
“Make a solid sound when you
hit,” said Louisville senior Arielle
Holt, who led the choreography.
“Your thighs should hurt.”
The women laughed at each others’ moves and mess-ups as they took
turns repeating a new step in groups
for Holt.
Holt told some of them that their
moves looked sloppy.
“Y’all need to get in it,” she said,
to get them to concentrate on the
moves without freestyling. “You’ll
get a chance to break it down.”
That same week, Hopkinsville
junior Erick Coleman, an Alpha,
interrupted his fraternity’s step show
practice at Dance Arts of Bowling
Green on Scottsville Road to pass

out the Alphas’ new shoes for the
show.
The men called out their sizes to
Coleman as he scrambled trying to
find the correct shoes.
They moved timidly in their shoes
at first, but soon began to step with
intensity — their faces holding sour
expressions as they concentrated on
the hard steps.
About three weeks later, the
Alphas and the Deltas won trophies
and money for their performances,
said Chasity Rodgers, vice president
of the NPHC at Western.
This year, six organizations
competed in the show. Each had 15
minutes for their routines.
Competition
judge
Deanna
Coles, a Zeta Phi Beta alumna, said
the winners were chosen for the
execution of their steps and their
stage presence.
Holt said this is the third
consecutive year the Deltas have
won the step show.
She said they’ve been practicing
since the summer.
They got ideas for their
choreography from watching other
schools and sister sororities, Holt said.
“We take those ideas and make it

our own,” she said.
Holt said this win was significant
to her chapter because the members
will be graduating this school year.
“This means everything to us,”
she said.
Nashville junior Marcus Steele,
president of the Alphas, said his
fraternity has been practicing since
the summer, too.
The majority of the fraternity’s
steppers are new to the chapter this
year, and so were the group’s steps,
he said.
Steele, who choreographed the
routine, said he created the steps after
watching some videos on YouTube.
Rodgers said stepping is a
tradition that’s been passed down
from generation to generation, and
many of the steps are passed down
year to year, too.
The first step show at Western
was in 1969, she said.
Greek organizations have stepped
for the unity and love of their
organization since, Rodgers said.
Both step show winners agreed that
the event is an important tradition.
“It’s another way to show off
your passion, respect and pride in an
organization,” Holt said.

WKUHERALD.COM

Carpooling

Connect with other
WKU students looking
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SGA helps close two-campus gap

COUNCIL

By SHAKIA HARRIS

Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said in an email that, while the CPE’s
recommendation
will
cover some of Western’s
increased operating costs, it
will not be enough to cover
everything.
As a result, Western will
likely have to raise tuition,
she said.
The request acknowledges the tough state economic
situation but also shows that
campuses have real needs,
said Sue Patrick, communications director for CPE.
Western’s budget recommendation calls for a 3.7
percent increase for the first
year and a 3.1 percent increase for the second year,
according to a summary
provided by Mead.
Inevitable cost increases
include faculty promotions
and salary increases and rising health insurance costs,
she said.
Higher education in Kentucky is receiving about $70
million in federal stimulus
money from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 for the 20102011 school year.
But that money will run
out by June 30, 2011, and
CPE is calling for state
legislators to replace those
funds, according to the
summary.
President Gary Ransdell
previously called the looming end to stimulus money
a “caution flag on the horizon.”
He previously said he
doesn’t know what will
happen when the money
runs out, and Western plans
to spend the next legislative
session either playing offense or defense — offense
to secure funding for new

students to whom Smiley
spoke.
Rembert said he’s glad
SGA is coming to South
Campus, because SGA
members are able to see
that the people and environment aren’t much different from main campus.
Some people have negative perceptions of South
Campus
and its
students,
especially after
a fight in
October
2008 that
started
on South SMILEY
Campus
and spread to the main
campus, he said.
The fight got national
media attention, and there
were reports that shots
were fired, though police
later said those reports
were untrue.
South Campus students are alienated from
the main campus and lack

news@chherald.com

Some students who
want to bridge the gap between South Campus and
main campus hope representation in the Student
Government Association
will help.
Bridging that gap is
the goal of SGA President Kevin Smiley’s visits
to South Campus every
month.
Smiley talked with
students Friday at SGA’s
third South Campus forum, hoping to gain insight on their thoughts
and concerns.
Since September, Smiley has been visiting South
Campus once a month for
three hours to speak to
students there.
“It’s always nice to
have one-on-one conversations with students,” he
said.
Marcus Rembert, a
sophomore from Birmingham, Ala., was among the

representation in SGA,
Rembert said.
He said he wants more
student senators to visit
the campus on a regular
basis so students can see
that the organization is
diverse and serious about
helping students.
At Friday’s forum,
Smiley was the only SGA
representative. He said
he’s trying to reach out to
as many students as he can
by himself, but he plans to
eventually have more representatives attend.
“It’s really unfortunate
that students feel a sense
of alienation,” he said. “It
doesn’t have to be like
that.
“I think we can make it
better.”
Kendrick Bryan, SGA
executive vice president,
said scheduling conflicts
and limited resources
make it difficult for other
senators to participate in
the forums.
Chief of Staff Eric Smiley said Kevin Smiley is

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but
i don't think either of us knows what it
means. so let's stick with tasty!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

$4.25

$5.25

8" SUB SANDWICHES
All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1

PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN®
Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO®
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not
for vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

TW YM
NL J
// NSF
¹8 Q

J.J.B.L.T.®
Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

getting good feedback
from the forums, and the
students are happy because
they have the opportunity
to voice their concerns.
The forums are allowing SGA to branch out
and meet diverse people
that aren’t always present
on the main campus, he
said.
Kevin Smiley said he
thought the forum went
well overall, and he received some good suggestions from students.
Putting a 24-hour restaurant on main campus
and making Adobe InDesign software available
throughout campus were
among the students’ suggestions at the most recent
meeting.
“In the three times I’ve
visited, I’ve talked to several dozen students who
didn’t know what SGA
does or what we can do to
help them,” Kevin Smiley
said. “I think if we are visible and physically there,
it helps to an extent.”

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

$3.25
PLAIN SLIMS ®
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

1
2
3
4
5
6

Ham & cheese
Roast Beef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola, cheese
Double provolone

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
®

JJ UNWICH

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

JIMMY TO GO ®
CATERING
BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery
charge of 75¢ per item (+/–10¢).

+ + JIMMYJOHNS.COM + +

+sides +

$7.25

+ Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie . . . $1.50

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®

+ Soda Pop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.39/$1.59
+ Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle . . . . $0.99
+ Extra load of meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.25
+ Extra cheese or extra avocado spread . . . . . . . . . . $0.75
+ Hot Peppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free

freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

projects or defense to minimize budget cuts.
CPE also requested $50
million — if money becomes available — to use
to increase retention and
graduation rates, according
to the press release.
Retention has become a
problem for some Kentucky
universities, Patrick said.
“We’re good at getting
them in the door, but we’re
not so good at getting them
out with that baccalaureate
degree,” she said.
A poor economy has led
more students to pursue a
college degree, and campuses must be able to accommodate those students
without sacrificing academic quality, Patrick said.
Patrick said CPE has encouraged universities to try
and save money internally.
“All of our institutions
have stepped up ... so that
they can continue to serve
more students in a downturned economy,” she said.

Cultural Enhancement Series

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®
A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB®

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at
Capitol Arts Theatre

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

7:30 p.m.

N

DOWNTOWN BOWLING GREE

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER

Two-time Mandolin
Player of the Year Nominee
at IBMA in 2006 & 2007

CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™

Named 2008 Bluegrass
Artist of the Year by the
Roots Music Association

Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
BOWLING GREEN

Western’s
budget recommendation calls for
a 3.7 percent
increase for
the 2010-2011
budget and
a 3.1 percent
increase for
the next year,
according to
a summary
provided by
Ann Mead, vice
president for
Finance and
Administration.

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.

2008 Folk Alliance Award Winners
of Album of the Year for
“Waterloo, Tennessee”

270.393.8884

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ®

This is a swipeable event
for the Student Engagement
Activities Transcript (SEAT)
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Introducing the International Affairs Major
11:00-1:00 DUC Lobby

. Here is a chance to learn about the new
International Affairs Major
. Win Door Prizes
. Sample international foods
Sponsored by Department of Political Science
International Affairs Major
“A Degree with an International Reach”
The mission of the International Affairs Major is to develop in students an understanding and
appreciation of the diversity and interrelationship of world events and to identify and evaluate
emerging trends and issues.
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■ NEWS BRIEF

Student marries on Homecoming

Libraryacceptsfood
to pay for fees

By WHITLEY TOBIN
diversions@chherald.com

Many students will
remember Nov. 7, 2009
as another day of homecoming festivities. Their
nights may have been full
of tailgating, cheering on
the Toppers and attending
after parties.
But
Elizabethtown
senior Jennifer Nethers
Gruber will remember the
date for another special
reason.
She wed her longtime
boyfriend, Western alumnus Chris Gruber, from
Louisville. The couple
married in Louisville.
Nethers Gruber, a
community adviser in
Pearce-Ford Tower, spent
her semesters being more
than a student. She juggled classes, office hours,
being there for her residents and planning her
wedding. Many nights,
she sat at the PFT desk
during some of her shifts
arranging agendas and
keepsakes.

“It would get hard trying to balance my homework against making the
party favors,” Nethers
Gruber said.
She said she did many
of the tasks alone so she
could monitor how everything was being done.
Nethers Gruber made
small white boxes that
held mints but didn’t want
a lot of people’s hands on
the mints, she said.
The couple put goldfish
on some of the tables as
larger keepsakes, so when
the guests went home, they
would have one thing that
wouldn’t be constrained to
a photo album.
Nethers Gruber said
she knew her co-workers
were supportive, so she
brought some of the keepsakes back to them and her
other friends at Western
who couldn’t attend the
wedding.
“I grabbed one because I want to put it in
the scrapbook along with
all of my other wedding
things,” said Bennett Hib-

It really doesn’t feel
like we’re married because this is the same
thing that we’ve been
doing all semester."
PHOTO SUBMITTED

Elizabethtown senior Jennifer Nethers Gruber
and Western alumnus Chris Gruber got married
on Nov. 7 in Louisville.

bler, a senior from Gallatin, Tenn. “Plus, it had
candy in it.”
Though Nethers Gruber poured her energy into
making her big day perfect, she said it’s difficult
to be away from her husband, who is a graduate
student at the University
of Louisville.
She will graduate in
December and also attend
U of L in the spring as a
graduate student. Then,
the newlyweds will finally
be able to live together.

—JENNIFER NETHERS GRUBER
ELIZABETHTOWN SENIOR

“It really doesn’t feel
like we’re married because
this is the same thing that
we’ve been doing all semester,” Nethers Gruber
said.
Since the wedding was
on homecoming weekend,
her co-workers said they
couldn’t attend, but they
wished her well before
she left for Louisville on
Thursday.
“I know you were a
beautiful bride,” Charqwan Palton, a senior
from Memphis, Tenn.,

The Paint’n
Place

said to her. “I hope you
had the wedding of your
dreams.”
Many couples enjoy
a honeymoon or at least
time together during their
first nights as man and
wife. But Nethers Gruber
didn’t put her work and
school on pause.
She jumped right back
into the normal college
student’s life Sunday with
a new last name and nine
months of planning for the
beginning of a new life behind her.
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Students can turn their
overdue book fees into
good deeds at Western’s
libraries this month.
The libraries are accepting canned food in
exchange for overdue
book fines through Nov.
20, said Paula Bowles, Library Public Services senior circulation assistant.
“It’s a way to give a little
and gain a lot,” she said.
One canned good
equals one dollar toward
book fines, and students
can use canned goods to
pay fines up to $5 when
they bring the food to the
fourth floor of the Cravens
Graduate Center and Library, Bowles said.
Until they pay, students
with fees due will get a hold
on their account, meaning
they can’t register for classes or graduate, Bowles said.
The food will be donated
to local food pantries at locations including the Presbyterian Church of Bowling
Green, the Housing Authority of Bowling Green and
the Salvation Army, Bowles
said.
—Colleen Stewart

Help Wanted

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or
false claims but cannot guarantee any ad
or claim. Please use caution when
answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card
information The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or
validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.
WANT TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD? CALL
TODAY! 745-2653
Deadline: Tuesday’s Paper: Thurs. 4PM,
Friday’s Paper: Tues. 4PM

For more visit us online at

WKUHERALD.COM

LARGE
1 TOPPING
$4.99
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For more Homecoming coverage, visit

WWW.WKUHERALD.COM

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Bowling Green junior Ty Tipton, along with other members of FarmHouse fraternity, pull apart their ﬂoat after it caught on ﬁre before the start of the Homecoming parade on Friday. Before
the ﬁre started, the ﬂoat was awarded second place.

homecoming09
homecoming

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

Girls went wild for members of Day 26, the hip hop group formed by Sean
“Diddy” Combs at the end of MTV’s “Making the Band 4.” Keri Hilson also
performed with them in Diddle Arena on Thursday as part of the 2009 Homecoming celebrations. Campus Activities Board sponsored the event.
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QUESTIONS

homecoming

queen
RACHEL
REETZKE
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

What is your
favorite childhood memory?
We had a big vegetable
garden in front of our house.
Whenever it rained and got
really muddy, me and my
brother would play cowboys
and Indians and throw mud
at each other. We’d come in
the house covered in mud
and my mom would get so
mad at us.

Q1

How does it feel
to be homecoming queen?
Really exciting. I feel very
honored. I’ve had so many
congratulations from different organizations I’ve been a
part of, and I feel good about
representing so many different groups. It’s the best way
to wrap up senior year.

Q2

Q3

What is the
weirdest dream
you’ve ever had?
When I was in China, I had
a dream in Chinese. It was
really bizarre.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Bowling Green senior Adam Drummond cheers during the ﬁrst half of Western’s Homecoming game against Troy on Saturday. Drummond spent two hours in a salon chair
getting his hair done for the game.

Q4

If you could go
anywhere in the
world, where
would you go?
Somewhere tropical because it’s starting to get
cold outside.

Q5

What is the
worst job you’ve
ever had?
Busing tables at the Gaslight Café in Franklin. My
friend tricked me into the
job... I had to wash all the
dishes and I never got
tipped.
CODY DUTY/HERALD

Q6

What are you
addicted to?
I don’t want
to sound cheesy, but I’m
addicted to helping others. And sushi. I love ﬁnding
different causes to help out
with.

Q7

What is your
guilty pleasure?
Rocky road ice
cream. Sometimes I have it
three or four times a week.

Homecoming candidate Rachel Reetzke, representing Chi Omega and
Kappa Alpha Order, and her escort Kappa Alpha Jeff Moad react after
Reetzke won the 2009 crown.

Q8

What is the
dream job you
know you’ll
never have?
A ballerina, the star of the
Nutcracker. That would be
amazing. Or a rock star.

Q9

Who is your
favorite Disney
character?

I’ve always loved the Little
Mermaid. I liked her ambition.

Q10

What is at
the top of
your bucket
list?
To own and drive a motorcycle.

DIVERSIONS 270.745.2655 OPINION 270.745.4874 SPORTS 270.745.4874 PHOTO 270.745.6281 ADVERTISING 270.745.3914
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WKU FOOTBALL YEAR-BY-YEAR UNDER HEAD COACH DAVID ELSON
Division I-AA

Transition to FBS

FBS

2003
9-4

2004
9-3

2005
6-5

2006
6-5

2007
7-5

2008
2-10

2009
0-9

overall

overall

overall

overall

overall

overall

overall

1-1

0-1

0-10

0-8

in I-AA playoffs

tied for fourth
in Gateway
Conference

1-5

in I-AA playoffs

tied for fourth
in Gateway
Conference

vs. FBS schools

vs. FBS schools

vs. FBS schools

tied for third
in Gateway
Conference

second
in Gateway
Conference

ninth in
Sun Belt
Conference

CODY DUTY/HERALD

President Gary Ransdell, right, looks on as Athletics Director Wood Selig, left, answers a question during a press conference on Monday about the ﬁring of Head Coach David Elson.

End of Elson era
Selig, Ransdell pull backing of Elson, look to 'move forward'
By JONATHAN LINTNER | sports@chherald.com
After 11 straight losses, Athletics Director Wood Selig backed his head coach. At
17, the mood changed.
Head Coach David Elson was told Sunday night by Selig and President Gary Ransdell that he will not be retained after the end
of the 2009 season.
Selig expressed his support for Elson to
the Herald in September, saying “you just
can’t microwave” the process of building a
Football Bowl Subdivision program.
Those comments followed the Toppers’
28-7 home loss to Football Championship
Series opponent Central Arkansas.
On Monday, Selig cited a dramatic decline in ticket sales over the past two seasons and general discontent from fans as the

leading factors for Elson’s dismissal.
“We are counting on revenues for the future growth of our entire program, not just
football,” Selig said. “When our program
should be white-hot right now at the beginning of our transition, that’s when you expect to see season tickets skyrocket.
“When that’s not happening, you have to
sit back and really ask yourself, ‘Why?’ and,
‘Have we lost the confidence in our community and in our program in the transition?’”
Season ticket sales are down 17 percent since the transition began in 2007, and
walk-up ticket sales have dropped almost 50
percent this season, Selig said.
SEE END, PAGE 3B
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BY THE NUMBERS

120

416

17

45

0.7

20

43:29

Western’s rank
(out of 120
FBS teams) in
four statistical categories:
scoring, pass
efficiency and
total defense,
and sacks
per game.

The number
of days since
Western’s last
win, over Murray State on
Sept. 20, 2008.

The approximate percentage that the
season ticket
base has decreased since
2007, from
9,093 people
to 7,506.

The percentage that walkup attendance
has decreased
since last
season, from
6,398 people
to 3,513.

Western’s
average margin
of loss against
its three Sun
Belt Conference opponents in 2007.

The average
margin of loss
against ﬁve
Sun Belt opponents so far
this season.

The time, in
minutes and
seconds, that
Western has
had a lead in
540 minutes
of game action
this season.
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Selig's, Elson's hands were both tied
Monday afternoon was like more, and only one was in single
seeing the end result of a slow- digits.
motion car crash.
At the same time, no one can
Since the beginning of the blame Elson for his plight. For
season, Western Athletics Direc- the past three seasons, he’s been
tor Wood Selig had
stuck in a transition
been pledging his
period. He’s dealt
allegiance to Head
with numerous transCoach David Elson
fers, staff changes
and the progress of
and money games,
the Football Bowl
and the Toppers have
Subdivision transiplayed against seven
tion.
Bowl Championship
On Monday, it all
Series opponents in
came to a brakeswhich the average
screeching,
hornmargin of defeat was
DAVID HARTEN
blowing, expletive43 points.
The Walk-On
laced collision with
This announcesports@chherald.com
a ton of injuries.
ment T-boned most
No one can exof the media and
cuse 17 straight losses, espe- fanbase.
cially when five of this season’s
In the past two seasons, Selig
nine losses were by 20 points or has repeatedly said that he and

President Gary Ransdell expect
this program to compete by 2012
and beyond. In Monday’s press
conference, Selig said he’s in the
process of trying to rearrange
some future schedules involving
both non-conference and conference games.
Selig couldn’t look past the
facts. The team has gotten progressively worse in Elson’s seven-year tenure as head coach.
The Toppers’ development
has declined every season under
Elson — with the suspect exception of a 7-5 2007 season — and
is bottoming out at 0-9 so far this
season.
Elson showed he couldn’t
win at the Football Championship Subdivision level. That was
the first red flag. He was given a
clean slate in the transition, and

the situation never got any better.
But coming off a season
where a team wins a national
championship, like the Toppers
did in 2002, there is nowhere to
go but down — just ask Tubby
Smith.
Elson had to deal with a ton of
different obstacles most young
coaches — or any head coach —
never have to deal with, and a lot
of that had to do with the people
around him.
Elson’s coaching staff is still
an FCS staff with holdovers
from the FCS days and a number
of new coaches with very little
experience at a high level.
The talent that was recruited
for FCS play in 2005 and 2006
wasn’t ready for the transition.
The FBS talent brought in over

the last three seasons is way too
young to compete right away.
Yes, Elson was given the FBSlevel contract, the FBS-level facilities upgrades and the votes
of confidence that an FBS head
coach gets. But the talent simply
isn’t there or isn’t ready, and in
a time where support from fans
and boosters is already fading
fast, it doesn’t add up to a new
contract or even a retention.
Neither Selig or Elson could
avoid what happened Monday.
A tenure of 14 years on staff
doesn’t mean much when the
results aren’t there on the schedule.
Transitions are tough on everyone, because they mean an
‘out with the old, in with the
new’ mentality. David Elson
found that out on Monday.

WHAT THE FANS ARE SAYING

By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

A number of Western fans thought it would happen.
They just didn’t know when.
So when President Gary Ransdell and Athletics Director Wood Selig announced Monday that Head Coach
David Elson wouldn’t be retained as coach next season, it
didn’t shock everyone.
The team currently holds the longest losing streak in
the nation at 17 games and is one of only four winless
teams among 120 in the Football Bowl Subdivision.
Elson will finish out the remainder of the season with
the Toppers, who have an 0-9 record with three games left
on their schedule.
Selig said in a press conference on Monday that he and
President Gary Ransdell would begin putting together a
search committee for a new head coach on Monday afternoon, though he said there’s no timetable for when a hire
will be made.
Here's what Topper fans are saying about Elson's firing:

It’s kind of harsh.
This is their ﬁrst
season in fullﬂedged competition against
top-tier teams,
so they’re going
to struggle. He
should’ve been
given at least
a couple more
years.”

The team was
obviously not
going anywhere.
It gives Western
more time to look
at future candidates and get
a head start on
other teams who
might be looking
to make changes
as well.”

—DANIEL ROGERS

—JOURDAN CAUSSEAUX

Beaver Dam sophomore

Bowling Green graduate student

I ﬁgured this was
probably coming. The football
coach is here to
win games, and
clearly he hasn’t
been doing that.”
—NICK BURNETT
Louisville freshman

Running Low on Meal Plan or Dining Dollars?

www.wkudining.com

R E S TAU R A N T & C AT E R I N G G R O U P

Fill Up with Dining Dollars on TopNet!
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Committee will select next head coach
By ANDREW ROBINSON
sports@chherald.com

Athletics Director Wood
Selig said on Monday that he and
President Gary Ransdell would
appoint a search committee
responsible for finding the
Toppers’ next head coach.
“It will be a well-represented
committee, institutionally,” Selig
said. “And then we’ll go ahead
and start to move as quickly as
we can but, again, trying to be
efficient and methodical and
make sure we don’t leave any
stone unturned.”
Selig said he has already started
to receive e-mails and texts from
people interested in the job.
“I’m hearing that there are
(Southeastern
Conference)
coordinators who have let it be
known they have interest in our
job,” he said. “I think the job is
going to garner a lot of national
interest, and we’ll have an

END
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Elson was hired as head
coach in 2003 after five
years as an assistant coach
and two as the Toppers’
defensive
coordinator.
Though Western won nine
games in both of his first
two seasons, the number
of victories has steadily
decreased since then.
The Toppers (0-9, 0-5
Sun Belt Conference) went
9-15 during a two-year
transition into the FBS and
haven’t won a game in their
past 17 attempts, the longest
losing streak in the FBS.
Ransdell said he didn’t
see the trend changing in
the future.
“The reality is, if we

outstanding pool to choose from.”
Selig said he does have
an internal short list, but he
wouldn’t disclose who was on
it. He wouldn’t rule out the
possibility that a new head coach
would be hired before the 2009
season ends.
“We’re going to be talking
to and looking at current and
previous head coaches as well
as coordinators and position
coaches,” Selig said.
Selig said everyone is a
candidate, but he did say that
Romeo Crennel, former Western
player and recent Hall of
Distinguished Alumni inductee,
wasn’t interviewed while he
was in Bowling Green this
past weekend. Crennel hasn’t
expressed interest, Selig said.
Selig also said that he hasn’t
communicated with Willie
Taggart, a former Western
quarterback and assistant coach
and current Stanford assistant

had confidence that this
turnaround could occur and
this ship could be righted and
that we could be successful,
then we wouldn’t be here
today,” Ransdell said.
Elson
has
been
adamant about taking full
responsibility for Western’s
mounting losing streak.
“You can put every
ounce on me, and I can
take it,” Elson said in
September. “Trust me —
I can handle it. It’s part
of life. It’s part of college
football and being in a
competitive arena.”
Selig said there were no
extended talks about the
situation before Elson’s
firing, which comes with
three games left in the
2009 season.
He
and
Ransdell

coach, about the position.
BUSINESS HAD
IMPACT ON DECISION
Declining ticket sales and
a lack of public support also
played into Selig and Ransdell’s
decision to fire Head Coach
David Elson on Sunday night.
“I like our youth. I like the
character in our program," Selig
said. "I like the fact that we’ve
been non-transfer, non-(junior
college) — we’re building it from
the bottom up. We’re building
it with a strong foundation. I
love that, but when you look at
it from a business perspective,
that’s when the chinks start to be
felt in the armor, so to speak.”
The season ticket base has
declined more than 17 percent
since 2007, Selig said. Just
7,506 season tickets were
sold this season compared to
8,648 in 2008 and 9,093 in
2007, according to the Western

met about the state of
the program on Sunday
and spoke to Elson at
Ransdell’s house that
night, Selig said.
Selig previously told
the Herald that he and
Ransdell wouldn’t expect
significant results within
the program until 2012
but said on Monday that
they felt a serious change
needed to be made for the
Toppers to be successful in
the future.
“You look at where we
are this year compared to
last year, even the year
before, and there’s just a
general sense or a general
feeling that the program is
not headed in the direction
that we need to be headed,”
Selig said. “It’s not a how
many wins or losses does

Athletics department.
“We just felt like change
was needed at this particular
time to rejuvenate interest in the
program, rejuvenate excitement
around our program and to take
our program to the next step,”
Selig said.
Western has also seen a
decrease in walk-up attendance
and student attendance over the
past two seasons, he said.
Selig said he and Ransdell
had become concerned that the
Toppers’ 17-game losing streak
would continue and leave the
program in a tough spot.
“You’re at a point where,
okay, now how are we going
to expect to sell tickets, draw a
crowd and keep the enthusiasm
and excitement around WKU
football?” Selig said.
SELIG’S RELATIONSHIP
WITH ELSON GOOD
Selig said that he and Elson

it take or would it have
taken ... it was just a lack
of confidence that we were
on the right path.”
The Board of Regents
approved a four-year
contract extension for
Elson in January, promising
him a $500,000 buyout if
he was fired before 2016.
The buyout will be
paid from money Western
received from playing
“guarantee games,” Selig
said.
Selig said the timing
of Elson’s firing leaves
the administration ample
time to find a replacement
before National Signing
Day in February. Prior
to his dismissal, Elson
had acquired three verbal
commitments for next
season’s class.

have had a very good relationship,
both professionally and personally,
in the 10 years they’ve both been
with the program.
“I can’t think of another
coach currently or previously
who has been at WKU that
I have been closer to from a
personal standpoint, from a
family standpoint,” Selig said.
“That’s what makes the decision
so difficult.”
SELIG WILL KEEP
AN OPEN DOOR
FOR PLAYERS
Selig said he and Ransdell
will talk to every player that has
a concern about the present and
the future of the program.
Players weren’t available for
comment on Monday, which
was not unusual for a Monday
following a game. Select players
are usually made available at a
Monday media luncheon, but the
luncheon was cancelled.

Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Pizzas

(270) 846-1195
1006 State Streett
Bowling Green, K
KY
Y
42101

WKUHERALD.COM

Classes for the Spring 2010 term are:

08857 RE 170C, Essentials of Real Estate, T 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan
28943 RE 170C, Essentials of Real Estate, W 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Morgan
19946 RE 273C, Real Estate Law, M 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan
28942 RE 278C, Property Management R, 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan

WKU Health Services
Serving WKU Students, Faculty/Staff and Alumni

Welcome New Physician
Allan Wells, MD
Family Medicine
Dr. Wells has been in practice for the past 6 years as an Emergency Medicine physician at Muhlenberg
Community Hospital, serving the last 3 years as the Assistant Medical Director of Emergency Services.
Dr. Wells also just ﬁnished a 9 year period of service with the U.S. Army. In achieving the rank of Major he
served as a Special Forces Medic Instructor, staff physician for family practice, acute care, and ambulatory
medicine at Eisenhower Army Medical Center. He also has experience in combat deployments as a Special
Operations team physician, and ofﬁcer in charge of Emergency Services in a Combat Support Hospital.
Dr. Wells joined the WKU Health Services staff full-time in November 2009.
Mon - Thurs: 8am - 4:30pm - Fri: 10am - 4:30pm - Summer Closing 4pm

For more information call: (270) 745-5641 or visit www.wku.edu/healthservices

Services Offered:
Men’s & Women’s Health
Internal Medicine
Family Medicine
Annual Exams
X-Ray
EKG
Immunizations
Physicals
Travel Clinic
Contraceptives
Laboratory
Drug Screenings
Allergy Injections
Lung Function Testing
Hearing Testing
Health Education
Insurance & Billing
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TIMELINE

By EMILY PATTON | sports@chherald.com

2001-2002

The Board of Regents
approves Elson’s
contract extension
from June 30, 2012
to June 30, 2016.

Elson is hired to replace
Harbaugh, who resigned
as head coach.

Elson serves
as defensive
coordinator.

Dec. 20, 2002

Sept. 20, 2008

The Toppers win the
Division I-AA (now
Football Championship
Series) national title.

1996-2000
Elson is hired by former
Head Coach Jack Harbaugh as an assistant
coach and works primarily
with defensive backs.

Western begins a transition to the Football Bowl
Subdivision.

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Elson stands with the Hilltoppers as they prepare to run out
of the inﬂatable helmet to take on the University of Central
Arkansas on Sept. 19. The Toppers fell to the Bears 28-7.
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ITEMS STARTING AT BA?L(

$5 Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
2631
Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
5<:E875H6>F
BE78EBA?<A8
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Athletics Director Wood
Selig and President Gary
Ransdell decide Elson
won’t be retained after the
season ends, though he'll
coach the Toppers’ last
three games.

Western defeats FCS
opponent Murray State
in the season’s home
opener. The Toppers
have not won since.
They have a 17-game
losing streak.

2006

ALEX SLITZ/HERALD

Head Coach David Elson gives the Hilltoppers a few words of
encouragement before they take on the South Florida Bulls
on Sept. 12 at Houchens-Smith Stadium. Western lost 35-13.

Nov. 8, 2009

Jan. 30, 2009

March 5, 2003

Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Elson and Chaplain Gregg Farrell sit in the locker room on Oct.
10 before a Florida International helmet gets the sledgehammer treatment in the Western locker room. Western lost 37-20.

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU
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79¢ 89¢

TO SUPPORT

99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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